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Several recent theories of civil war rely on natural resources to supply the causal story. For some, resources create a “honey pot” that motivates “loot-seeking” rebellion and provides the finance for organizing violence. For others, a particular type of resource, mainly oil, creates conditions of “political Dutch Disease” that weakens states, thereby inviting rebellion. Oil wealth is found to be causally related to a host of socio-economic conditions, such as low democracy, income inequality, corruption, and poor governance, that might incite rebellion—the popular resource curse thesis. This study uses a measure of resource wealth, the rents accruing to government from natural resource extraction as a share of GDP, which gauges the dependence of economies on natural resources more precisely than most previous studies. Others have merely used the share of primary commodity exports in total exports, or dummy variables that do not allow modeling of theoretically interesting nonlinear relationships between resource wealth and civil war.

